
Mar Vista Community Council 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors  

December 8, 2009 at 7:00 PM 
Mar Vista Recreation Center Auditorium 

11430 Woodbine Street, Mar Vista, CA 90066 
www.marvista.org 

 
Final Agenda 

 
The audience is requested to fill out a "Speaker Card" to address the Board on any item of the Agenda prior to the Board taking 
action on an item. Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered.  
Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that are within the Board's subject matter 
jurisdiction will be heard during the public comment period. Public comment is limited to two minutes per speaker, unless 
waived by the presiding officer of the Board.  Mar Vista Community Council meetings will follow Rosenburg's Rules of Order, 
the latest edition.  For more information, please visit the MVCC web site. 

 
Call to Order and Welcome – Albert Olson, Chair (2 min.) 
Presentation of the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance – Bill Scheding 
Approval of Minutes (public comment permitted) (2 min) 
Public Comment & Announcements ‐ (limit: 2 minutes per speaker) 

 Erica Kenner, Property/Harvesting Coordinator for FOOD FORWARD 

Elected Officials and City Department Reports (max 2 min. each) 
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment - Deanna Stevenson, West Area Project Coordinator 
Mar Vista Recreation Center – Director, Laura.Island@lacity.org 
CD 11 ‐ Bill Rosendahl, rep. by Len.Nguyen@lacity.org , Field Deputy 
CD 5 – Paul Koretz, rep. by Jay.Greenstein@lacity.org , Field Deputy  
US 36 – Congresswoman Jane Harman, rep. by Jessica.Duboff@mail.house.gov , Field Representative 
CA Senate 28 – Jenny Oropeza  represented by Primitivo.Castro@sen.ca.gov , Field Deputy 
CA Assembly 47 – Karen Bass represented by Marco.Meneghin@asm.ca.gov Field Representative 
CA Assembly 53 – Ted Lieu, represented by Jennifer.Zivkovic@asm.ca.gov , Field Deputy 
2nd Dist. L. A. County Board Super.– Mark Ridley Thomas, rep.  by Karly.Katona@bos.lacounty.gov,  
Mayor of Los Angeles – Antonio Villaraigosa rep. by Jennifer.Badger@lacity.org , Westside Representative 

 
Officers and Liaison Reports 

Chair, Albert Olson  
 First Vice Chair, Sharon Commins  

Second Vice Chair, Bill Koontz  
Secretary, Laura Bodensteiner  
Treasurer, Christopher McKinnon  

 
Director for Animal Welfare – Lola McKnight  
DWP MOU – Chuck Ray 

 LADOT MOU – Albert Olson, Bill Pope (alternate) 
Bi Monthly CD 11/LADOT Traffic Meeting Sub Committee ‐ Linda Guagliano,  
LANCC Delegate Report – Marilyn Marble  
Mayor's Budget Planning – Sharon Commins, Marilyn Marble 

Old Business ‐ Action items (Public comment permitted) 
Committee reports ‐ Action items included with public comment permitted 

1)  Executive & Finance Committee – Albert Olson, Chair 
  a.  Presentation of new website design:  to Board and initiation of 30-day review period by the 
 Board and stakeholders.  The website will be submitted for approval at the following Board meeting, per 
 MVCC Standing Rule I-4. 

http://www.marvista.org/
mailto:Laura.Island@lacity.org
mailto:Jay.Greenstein@lacity.org
mailto:Karly.Katona@bos.lacounty.gov


  b.  Funding Motion:  To approve allocation of up to $200/month for MVCC 5ft. x 8 ft. storage 
 space.  This funding motion must meet all City of LA DONE-Empower LA funding guidelines and will be 
 paid monthly until the Board terminates the allocation.   

2)  Community Outreach Committee – Rob Kadota  & Stephen Boskin,  Co‐Chairs  
 3)  Education, Arts and Culture – Babak Nahid & Kate Anderson, Co‐Chairs  

4)  Election & Bylaws Committee – Bob Fitzpatrick & Marilyn Marble, Co- Chairs 
 a.  Administrative Motion:   To approve the Election Procedures formulated by the City Clerk’s  

 office. 
5)  Green Committee – Laura Bodensteiner & Sherri Akers, Co-Chairs  

 6)  Historic FS 62 Ad Hoc Committee – Sharon Commins & Rachel Swanger, Co‐Chairs 
  7)  Neighborhood Traffic Management Committee – Bill Pope, Chair  

 8)  PLUM  Committee – Sharon Commins & Steve Wallace, Co‐Chairs 

  a.  Policy Motion:  The Mar Vista Community Council supports SCR 56, State Senator Jenny 
 Oropeza’s bill which requests the County of Los Angeles to undertake a comprehensive update of the 
 Marina Del Rey local coastal program prior to any further approvals of coastal development permits 
  b.  Policy Motion:  The Mar Vista Community Council finds: A CEQA analysis is imperative prior to 
 passing any Accessory Dwelling Unit ("ADU"), ordinance relative to implementing AB 1866. The MVCC 
 requests the Los Angeles Department of Planning undertake the necessary analysis to gather data on 
 environmental impacts of this ordinance and evaluate them. The MVCC further requests the interim ADU 
 guidelines current minimum lot size of 7,500 sq ft be raised to 10,000 sq ft, and asks that the public 
 comment period on this proposed ordinance be extended 90 days from December 15, 2009 to March 15, 
 2010. 
  c.  Policy Motion:  The Mar Vista Community Council recommends denial of ZA-2009-3395-ZV 
 ENV ENV-2009-3396-CE, 3544 S Centinela Ave 90066: variance from a Q condition established by ORD. 
 164475 limiting the building height to 33 feet for a loft projection at the roof which increased the height 
 from 46.5 feet to 49 feet. 
  d.  Policy Motion:  The Mar Vista Community Council strongly recommends: 
   1.    The Bundy Village land use determination should wait until the adoption of the West 
  L.A. Community Plan, which is currently being revised. 
   2.    The project should include a significant open space, in the form of a large plaza 
  a sports field, or other substantial green areas and open to the public for their    
  enjoyment.  
   3.    The estimates of traffic generated by Bundy Village should use realistic and proper  
  metrics appropriate to the community in which the project will be built. 
  e.  Policy Motion:  The Mar Vista Community Council opposes the proposed tract change at 
 Exposition/Sepulveda/Pico (currently owned by Casden Developers), because: 
    1) The excessive, size, height, density and scope of this project lies entirely outside the  
  character of this region, and would therefore disrupt if not destroy the character of all adjacent  
  neighborhoods 
   2) There is no finalized and accurate documentation of the traffic and environmental  
  impacts of this project 
   3) There remains insufficient guaranteed transit-oriented development within this  
  project that is consistent with a commercial development adjacent to a rail station.  
   4) There are serious and insufficiently-addressed health concerns regarding a freeway- 
  adjacent housing development, such as the increased risk of asthma and cancer of any future  
  residents 
   5) There are inadequate residential amenities for a project of this scope and size,  
  including insufficient land/playing field/open space for a development of this size and of this  
  many people 
   6) The Property in question, zoned M2, represents a significant portion of M2-zoned  
  space in the region, and there is no documented location for any replacement industrial zoning 



   7) This project contributes to Westside traffic congestion, rather than help solve it, by  
  insufficiently using the land for parking and accommodations for bus, rail, and bicycle commuters, 
  who would benefit from an adjacent Westside Regional Transportation Center at this site 
 9)  Recreation Open Space Enhancement Committee – Tom Ponton & Jerry Hornof, Co- Chairs 
  10)  Safety and Security Committee report – Bill Koontz & Rob Kadota, Co-Chairs  
 11)  Santa Monica Airport Committee – Bill Scheding & Bill Koontz, Co- Chairs  

12)  Transportation & Infrastructure Committee report ‐ Ken Alpern & Chuck Ray, Co-Chairs  
  a.  Policy Motion:  Scattergood-Olympic Line 1 Project 
 Whereas the stakeholders of Mar Vista Community Council have expressed extreme concern about the 
 routing of the proposed Scattergood-Olympic Line 1 high-voltage power line project, specifically the 
 extensive routing of the project along two of Mar Vista’s residential streets, Inglewood Blvd. and Armacost 
 Ave., and  
 Whereas both overhead and underground high-voltage transmission lines generate magnetic fields, and 
 Whereas the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 14010 (c) has established setbacks between 
 overhead high-voltage power lines and school property line, and 
 Whereas, the California Department of Education (CDE) has established setback guidelines between the 
 “usable, unrestricted portions” of any California school site and underground transmission lines of: 

  1.  25 feet for 50-133 kV line (interpreted by CDE up to <200 kV). 
 2.  37.5 feet for 220-230 kV line. 
 3.  87.5 feet for 500-550 kV line.      

 And Whereas the above setbacks target 2 milligauss as the maximum magnetic field contribution from 
 power lines not to be exceeded, and 
 Whereas the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) has adopted the above setbacks between 
 underground transmission lines and school property lines, and  
 Whereas, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) adheres to LAUSD setback at LAUSD 
 schools, and 
 Whereas children spend more time on their residential properties than on school properties, and 
 Whereas 12 of 15 world epidemiological studies (see Appendix A.) have identified increased occurrences of 
 childhood leukemia ranging from 43% to 353% in children living in environments with a daily time-
 weighted average magnetic field exposure of 3 milligauss or greater, and 
 Whereas other power utility projects in California, such as Pacific Gas and Electric’s JEFFERSON-MARTIN 
 230 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT (see Appendix B), in recognition of the health and safety concerns of 
 ElectroMagnetic Fields exposure, have instituted EMF mitigation plans as part of their Transmission Line 
 project, and 
 Whereas we recognize; 
              1.  The unique character of the residential street of Inglewood Blvd., whose sidewalks are the 
 main pedestrian walkways for the daily trips of Mar Vista Elementary students to and from their 
 classrooms; 
              2.  That homes on these streets are full of young children  who make full use of play areas in front 
 yards and walk and play on the sidewalks on a daily basis; 
              3.  That the width of these streets is at some points as small as 33 feet; 
              4.  That because of pre-existing underground installations on the streets the power line will not be 
 placed down   the center of the street, thus placing it even closer to some residences, 
 Therefore the Mar Vista Community Council demands that all underground power lines installed in MVCC 
 territory must remain at least Thirty-seven and one-half (37.5) feet from the property lines of all 
 residential properties, or ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΩǎ ƳŀƎƴŜǘƛŎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ǘƻ н ƳƛƭƭƛƎŀǳǎǎ ƻǊ 
 less, which ever distance is greater. 
 Furthermore, 
 Whereas LADWP cannot guarantee that the electrical surge which will occur when one or more of the 
 cable(s) in the  230,000 Volt circuit eventually fails, due to the thermal expansion and contraction from 
 daily load fluctuations, will not cause an explosion and/or fire to occur in an adjacent crude oil and/or 
 natural gas pipelines, 



 Therefore the MVCC insists that LADWP not place high-voltage transmission lines any residential street 
 where such hazardous material pipelines exist, regardless of Right of Way width. 
 Furthermore, 
 Whereas the Mar Vista Hill section of Inglewood Boulevard has already experienced several property and 
 infrastructure damaging ground slippages, and 
 Whereas LADWP cannot guarantee that additional ground movement will not be caused on the Mar Vista 
 Hill section of Inglewood Boulevard by the trenching, placement, or operation of the proposed line,  
 Therefore the MVCC must insist that LADWP not place high-voltage transmission lines on the Mar Vista 
 Hill section of Inglewood Boulevard. 
  b.  Policy Motion:  Development of the Bundy Village and Medical Park project will add massive 
 amounts of traffic to Bundy Dr.-Centinela Ave., resulting in the Bundy Dr./Olympic Blvd. intersection being 
 over-allocated by 34%, and the Centinela Ave./National Blvd. intersection being over-allocated by 24%. 
  This will cause north-south traffic to divert from Bundy Dr.-Centinela Ave to the Mar Vista 
 residential Collector streets of Grand View Blvd., Inglewood Blvd., and McLaughlin Ave. via either Palms, 
 Venice and/or Washington Blvds to reach Barrington Avenue, and divert to Beethoven Street and Rose 
 Avenue via either Palms, Venice and/or Washington Blvds., to reach 23

rd
 St. as an alternate route to avoid 

 the over-allocated intersections on Bundy Dr.-Centinela Ave. 
  Furthermore, development of this project will add massive amounts of additional traffic to 
 Olympic and Pico Blvds and to the I-10, resulting in over-allocations ranging from 10% to as much as 59%.  
 This will cause significant amounts of east-west traffic to divert to Ocean Park and National Boulevards, 
 which will in turn cause significant amounts of traffic to divert from those highways to the residential 
 Collector streets of Rose Ave., Palms Blvd., and possibly Charnock Rd. 
  Therefore the Mar Vista Community Council requests that the Bundy Village and Medical Park 
 project be required to allocate the funds necessary to implement the Neighborhood Traffic Management 
 Plan currently being generated by the Mar Vista Community Council in conjunction with the Los Angeles 
 Department of Transportation and the Councilmember from Council district 11, the goal of which is to 
 fulfill Policy 4.1 of the Los Angeles General Plan, Transportation element, which is to “Seek to eliminate or 
 minimize the intrusion of traffic generated by new regional or local development into residential 
 neighborhoods while preserving an adequate collector street system.” 
  Furthermore, the MVCC requests that the LADOT base its recommendations for the MVCC NTM 
 plan on the increased traffic counts (Over 20,000 additional car trips per day, as acknowledged by the 
 developer and LADOT in the DEIR for the project) which will result from this development when it is 
 completed. 
  Implementation of the agreed upon NTM Plan shall be completed prior to project occupancy of 
 the Bundy Village and Medical Park. 
  c.  Policy Motion:  Whereas the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) has 
experienced recent notable deterioration of its infrastructure with numerous power outages due to electrical 
transformer failures and several broken water mains; and 
Whereas the LADWP has increased rates both absolutely and per unit of service; and 
Whereas the department has failed to make good on the promised use(s) of past rate increase funds; and 
Whereas there has been unexplained favoritism for LADWP equity, control and employee interests, 
The Mar Vista Community Council (MVCC) supports the implementation of a Ratepayer Advocate position, 
consisting of independent staff, reporting directly to the City Council, the City Controller and the Office of the 
Mayor. Further the MVCC urges that the Neighborhood Councils through their DWP NC MOU Oversight Committee 
be allowed to review and comment on the choice of the Ratepayer Advocate. 
 
 13)  Web Development Committee – Babak Nahid , Chair 
 
Zone Director Reports 
New Business ‐ Action items (Public comment permitted) 
Grievances – Secretary 



 Any grievances received since the last meeting of the MVCC Board of Directors will be presented to the 
 board for their consideration for possible referral to the MVCC Grievance Committee for further review 
 and consideration. 
Future agenda items 
Adjournment (9:30 PM) 
*Translators, sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices for the hard of hearing and/or other auxiliary 
aids/services are available upon request. To ensure the availability of services, please make your request at least 
three (3) working days before the date. If you have any questions regarding this notice, please call (213) 485‐1360.



Appendix A  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: “Leukemia Attributable to Residential Magnetic Fields; Results from Analysis Allowing for Study Biases” 
              – Sander Greenland and Leeka Kheifets,  Society of Risk Analysis, Vol. 26, No. 2, 2006 
 
 
 
Appendix B 

Final Transmission EMF Management Plan Jefferson-Martin 230 KV Transmission Project. 
January 6. 2005 

(see PDF attachment) 
 
 
 

 
 


