MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Bi-Monthly Traffic Committee Meeting

March 11, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

Office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025

AGENDA

Call to Order and Introductions

Approval of Minutes of January 14, 2009 Meeting with correction to Old Business Item #3.  

Old Business - Progress Reports or Further Discussion of Items from Jan. 14th Meeting Agenda:

1. Progress report on enforcement of posted truck weight limits on residential streets south of Venice Blvd. [LAPD]
2. Follow-up on whether a final report has been or is expected to be issued for the current pilot program in other areas to restrict oversize vehicles and overnight parking on residential streets, and timing of the possible inclusion of Mar Vista in such a program. [CD11]

3. Update report on repairs scheduled or in process to eliminate a safety hazard on Barry Ave. and Sardis Ave., where tree roots have lifted pavement, creating a large bump and hole. [CD11/LADOT]

4. Further update on Rose Ave. items not resolved at previous meetings:  (a) Enforcement of posted weight limits and speed limits on Rose Ave.; and (b) Enforcement of a request that garbage trucks going to Venice for trash collection be stopped from traveling through Rose Ave.  [LAPD for items (a) & (b) and CD11 for item (b)] 

5. Follow-up by Officer Joe Pollack on whether vehicles are speeding at the intersection of Venice Blvd. and Wade St. and may be a factor in several accidents reported at this location.  [LAPD] 

6. Follow-up action regarding a complaint that the dangerously potholed and flooded alley behind 3500 Centinela Ave. has resulted at least in part from a neighbor emptying his pool into the alley [CD11]

7.
Report on LADOT study and disposition of the request for pedestrian crosswalks with light signals on Washington Place at East Blvd. and at Marcasel Ave.  [LADOT] 

8. Enforcement of speed limits on Beethoven St. north of Palms Blvd.  [LAPD]

9. Update/follow-up on whether the deepest potholes in alley between Beethoven & Moore Sts. north of Venice Blvd. and in the alley behind 3500 Centinela Ave. can be filled/repaired for safety reasons, despite a current administrative hold on repaving/repairing alleys.  [CD11] 

10.  Update re:  replacement of the damaged East Blvd. street sign, previously requested at the Nov. 12, 2008 meeting of this Committee.  [LADOT]
New Business – Items for Discussion: 

1. A request to install a flashing sign as a safety measure for pedestrians crossing from the “Beethoven Stairs” (which go uphill from the Appleton Way cul-de-sac) to the walkway across Beethoven St..  (Note: a permit is pending for local beautification planting in the dirt area at the top of the stairs.)

2. Requests from several stakeholders to install a paved sidewalk on the dirt walkway running downhill along the south side of Rose Ave. from the traffic signal at Centinela Ave., for the safety of pedestrians using the walkway; the dirt path is dangerous, especially in wet weather when it is muddy and slippery.  It has been suggested that the paving should extend at least to the first driveway past Colonial Ave. to the west.  (Note: photos will be shown at the meeting.)

March 11, 2009 – AGENDA – Page 2

3. Request to install 2-way or all-way STOP signs at the intersection of Pacific Ave. and Frances Ave., (1 block south of Venice Blvd., 1 block east of Wade St.) for vehicle and pedestrian safely, as there have been several accidents at this intersection in recent months.

4. Complaint from residents about conflicting Parking signs at 12118 Pacific Ave. near Keeshan Dr. where there are 1-hour parking meters.  There is an apparent mistake on arrows on the 1-hour meter-parking sign, resulting in neighborhood residents recently receiving many parking tickets.  (Note: MVCC Zone 5 Director Christopher McKinnon will bring photos to the meeting to show the signage and ask that it be corrected.)

5. Request [from Bill Pope] that since there apparently is confusion about the speed limit on Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Centinela Aves., 25 MPH Speed Limit signs should be posted on westbound Palms Blvd. west of McLaughlin where Palms changes from a Secondary Highway to a residential Collector Street, and on eastbound Palms Blvd. east of Centinela where the speed limit changes from 35 MPH west of Centinela to 25 MPH east of Centinela.  (LJG Note: It would be a good idea to post 25 MPH signs at several intervals along this stretch of Palms, in case drivers miss the initial signage at McLaughlin and at Centinela; presently there are none.)

6. Request from Steve Wallace re: parking on Venice Blvd.  These meters were supposed to be changed from 1-hour to 2-hour but the change has not occurred.  The signs on Venice also state that parking is 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., but the meters now run until 8 p.m.  Due to a lack of parking around downtown Mar Vista, these are serious problems which impact business patronage and the ability of building owners to rent space.  (Note:  Steve’s complete comments  re: his request will be read into the record at the meeting.)

7. Request to enforce vehicle weight limits on Inglewood Blvd., where trucks and other large vehicles traveling east or west on Palms Blvd. turn north or south onto Inglewood Blvd.  Weight limit signs are posted at National and Venice Blvds. for south/northbound traffic and at McLaughlin and Centinela Aves. for west/eastbound traffic but are not being obeyed.  Stakeholder asks if additional load limit signs can be posted at Inglewood and Palms or along both roads at intervals where they can be seen.

8. Request to eliminate inconsistencies in speed limit signs on Inglewood Blvd. at Rose Ave.  Going north on Inglewood at Rose, there is a 25 MPH sign, but about 50 feet further north of that sign is a 30 mph sign.  Immediately after the 30 MPH sign is a speed hump 15 MPH sign.  The 30 MPH sign is vitually invisible, covered with tree branches.  Regardless, either the 25 MPH or the 30 MPH sign should be removed to clarify which speed is the law north of Rose Ave. in Inglewood Blvd.

Public Comment

Discussion of items not on this Agenda will be had if time permits, or deferred to the next meeting.  Speakers are asked to submit a written request for time at the beginning of the meeting, and to limit their presentation to five minutes.

The next Bi-Monthly MVCC/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 13, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at 1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025. 

